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The artists of the influential RÃƒÂ¶rstrand porcelain factory in Sweden created some of the most

beautiful decorative objects of the Art Nouveau style. In his fascinating and authoritative text, Bengt

NystrÃƒÂ¶m focuses on the RÃƒÂ¶rstrand factory's designers and their revolutionary forms during

the period 1865 to 1915, when the firm successfully competed artistically with Tiffany and GallÃƒÂ©

in the great international expositions that showcased and helped to propagate the Art Nouveau

style.Inspired by late 19th-century crafts movements fathered by William Morris, the artists of the

RÃƒÂ¶rstrand factory took nationalistic pride in incorporating their indigenous flora and fauna into

their exquisite designs, transforming wintry berry springs and northern sea creatures into elegant

three-dimensional works of art that appealed to a sophisticated European clientele.Illustrated with

objects from Robert Schreiber's outstanding collection, supplemented with craftsmen's drawings

and archival documents, NystrÃƒÂ¶m's thoroughly researched text includes engaging glimpses of

the culture surrounding RÃƒÂ¶rstrand (a former castle), especially the close-knit community of

insightful administrators, talented designers and inventors, and artisans. The book chronicles not

only the company's artistic achievements but the day-to-day personalities and decisions behind the

emergence of this once-utilitarian factory as the birthplace of some of Sweden's most beautiful

decorative objects.
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At the turn of the twentieth century, the artists of the Swedish Rorstrand porcelain factory created



some of the most beautiful decorative objects of the Art Nouveau period. This sumptuous volume is

illustrated with objects from Robert Schreiber's outstanding and rare collection, the results of 25

years of dedication. Bengt Nystrom's authoritative text focuses on the Rorstrand factory, a former

castle, between 1896 and 1915. Nystrom perceptively details the social history of the quickly

growing labor movement, the expansion and growth of the Rorstrand factory, and the emergence of

an especially creative cadre of artisans. Detailed craftsmen's drawings and fascinating archival

documents provide engaging glimpses into Rorstrand's close-knit community.

Bengt Nystroem is Vice-Director of the Nordiska Museet in Stockholm and author of numerous

articles and books on various aspects of 19th- and 20th-century design and decorative arts. He has

organized more than thirty exhibitions, including The 1890s in Sweden (1991). Alastair Duncan is a

consultant to Christie's and the authorof Abbeville's Fin-de-SiÃƒÂ¨cle Masterpieces from the

Silverman Collection. Robert M. Schreiber is a collector and principal of Schreiber Gallery, New

York.

If you are a fan of porcelain ware and collectibles, this book is a must. It contains a considerable

amount of text spread throughout the entire length of the book, balance with an equal amount of full

page photos of breathtaking vases. The colors are well produced, and the details of each vase are

captured. When I look at the intricate details on these vases, and I look at the vases being produced

in modern times (think Franz, etc., etc.), it really puts the ability of early craftsmen into perspective-

as it does anytime you visit a museum and you see a quality piece that has been done entirely by

hand.
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